Idlib: White Helmets, Tahrir
Al-Sham Preparing for New
False-Flag Chemical Attacks
Source: Fars News Agency
The pro-militant White Helmets Organization and Tahrir al-Sham
Hay’at (the Levant Liberation Board or the Al-Nusra Front)
terrorists with the help of European experts are planning to
transfer poisonous materials to new locations in Southern
Idlib in preparation for a false-flag chemical attack, an Arab
media outlet reported on Sunday.
Idlib
The Arabic-language service of Russian Sputnik News Agency
reported that Tahrir al-Sham terrorists have transferred a
chlorine cargo to Southern Idlib from the command center of
Turkistani Islamic Party in Jisr al-Shoghour region.
The source noted that the chemical consignment comprised of
five cargos of chlorine gas sent by two ambulances belonging
to the White Helmets and under the supervision of three
foreign experts from the UK and Belgium.
It said that the chlorine capsules are now stored in
warehouses with cooling facilities in Khan Sheikhoun region in
Southwestern Idlib.
The report comes as Russia had warned last Thursday about
terrorists’ efforts to stage false-flag chemical attack on
civilians to later accuse the Syrian army of the attack.
Also on Sunday, a number of commanders of Tahrir al-Sham alHay’at defected the terrorist group after differences among
them increased in Idlib province.

The Arabic-language al-Watan newspaper quoted sources close to
the terrorists in Northern Syria as saying that Abu Qaizan alMisri, a notorious commander of Tahrir al-Sham, has defected
the group, adding that he had differences with Tahrir al-Sham
ringleader Abu Mohammad Jolani on Turkey after the latter’s
support for the Turkish army’s operations in Eastern
Euphrates.
Other reports also said that Abu Malik al-Tali, another senior
commander of Tahrir al-Sham with close ties to Jolani, who was
the terrorist group’s main man to supervise commanders has
also defected Tahrir al-Sham.
In another development in the past few days, a number of
Tahrir al-Sham commanders and members, including one of the
Egyptian leaders of the group named Abu Mus’ab Misri, were
killed by unknown assailants in Idlib province.
Also in the past 24 hours, the Syrian army heavily pounded the
military positions and movements of the terrorists in Northern
Hama and Southern Idlib after warding off their offensive.
The Syrian Army attacks came in response to the Turkistani
Islamic Party attacks on their positions in Northern Hama and
Southern Idlib.
The Syrian Army heavily pounded the terrorists’ movements and
military positions in the villages of al-Sarmanieh, Havash,
al-Hoveijeh to North and Northwest of Hama, inflicting heavy
losses on them.
In Southern Idlib, the Syrian Army also fended off an attack
by Tahrir al-Sham al-Hay’at (the Levant Liberation Board or
the Al-Nusra Front) on their positions from al-Hobait and alKasik.
The terrorists sustained heavy losses in the failed attacks on
the Syrian Army military positions.

The Syrian Army units also pounded the terrorists’ military
positions in the village of Safouhen in Jabal al-Zawiyeh in
Southern Idlib, destroying one of their arms depot and
military equipment.
The Syrian Army also destroyed the headquarters of the
terrorists in Northern Hama and Southern Idlib as government
troops continue to repel attacks by the militants in the same
region.
Aleppo
The US Army continued reinforcing its military bases in Syria
despite US President Donald Trump’s declared decision for a
pullout.
Field sources reported that a massive US military convoy has
been sent to a US-controlled military base in Eastern
Euphrates in Aleppo province.
The sources noted that the US military convoy crossed into
Syria from Iraqi Kurdistan Region via al-Walid passage with
the help of the US-backed Kurdish militants.
They said that the US troops have sent a sum of 70 trucks and
oil tankers carrying logistical support, ammunition, military
equipment and vehicles for a military base near Ain al-Arab in
Northeastern Aleppo which is the largest US military base in
Northern Syria.
The dispatch of new military convoys by the US comes while
President Trump has declared a pullout of the US troops from
Syria.
Hasaka
Displaced Syrian people sheltering in al-Hawl camp occupied by
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in Eastern Hasaka staged
massive rallies over the death of tens of children.

Field sources from Hasaka province reported that the rallies
were held on Saturday to protest at SDF’s incapability to
supply the needs of the displaced community sheltered in the
camp.
The camp populatoin are suffering lack of basic needs and
commodities, hygiene and cold which have led to the death of
at least 36 children so far, the locals said.

White Helmets, Black Hearts
By Jeremy Salt
Source: American Herald Tribune
In 2016 the White Helmets were nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize. Justin Timberlake thought they should get it. So did
Bear Grylls, Ben Affleck, Michael Palin, Daniel Craig, Rowan
Williams, Ridley Scott, George Clooney, Sacha Baron Cohen,
Vanessa Redgrave and various other artists, writers, and
politicians who put their signatures to the petition on the
White Helmets web site.
‘Give it to Syria’s White Helmets’ theGuardian, a media
mainstay of the terrorist war on Syria from the beginning,
implored the Nobel committee. ‘They embody a spirit of civic
resistance.’
The actor George Clooney also identified their essential
goodness. ‘In a world full of hate these people put on helmets
and run towards violence while everyone else is running away
from it,’ he said in London when attending a showing of the
glowing documentary the White Helmets made about themselves.
On their website, the White Helmets describe themselves as

‘former tailors, bakers, teachers and other ordinary Syrians’
who had come together to form the ‘Syria Civil Defence’. In
fact, Syria has, and has had since the 1950s, a government
civil defense organization of the same name, which operates
across the country, unlike the White Helmets, which has
operated only in ‘rebel’ held areas.
Furthermore, far from being an organization set up by
‘ordinary Syrians’ who saw a need for ‘civil defense’ and
decided to fill it, the White Helmets were not even Syrian in
origin but the brainchild of a former British intelligence
officer. Furthermore, again, they were never financially
independent, as they claimed, but were funded from the
beginning by the same governments making war on Syria through
armed proxies tied to their intelligence services. They were a
carefully constructed arm of this war.
The White Helmets were a sustained lie from the start. They
were deliberately packaged to give the corporate media the
images it wanted, dominated by the White Helmet hero scurrying
across a rubble-strewn foreground with a dusty, crying child
in his arms. In the background, out of sight but figuratively
represented in the wailing of children and the bodies on the
street were the architects of these horrors, the ‘regime’ in
Damascus and the dictator sitting in his palace.
It was not long before holes began to appear in the narrative.
These rescues were not genuine but were being staged for media
consumption. Journalists Vanessa Beeley and Eva Bartlett were
the first to pick holes in the narrative and the more they
picked the more the holes widened, to the point where it was
clear that the White Helmets were a scam of the first order.
But they were a scam the governments making war on Syria
wanted their people to believe and a scam that the corporate
media perpetuated, when the most cursory research would have
revealed the lies.

The White Helmets were not just working in ‘rebel-held’ areas,
a media euphemism for civilian districts taken over by the
most violent terrorist groups on the face of the earth. They
were an extension of these groups. They boasted of their
affinities on their Facebook pages. They hated the Syrian
government with the same fervor as the takfiris. They also
reviled the Alawi, the Shia, Christians and Sunni Muslims who
fell short of the takfiris’ exacting standards.
Many White Helmets doubled up as ‘first responders’ and
takfiri gunmen. They operated completely under the
instructions of the takfiris. They took away the bodies of the
newly executed for burial and staged chemical weapons attacks
as required. As evidence gathered by Russian researchers
indicates, they were also involved in the harvesting of body
organs from the bodies of wounded civilians.
These activities were all funded by the ‘liberal democracies,’
including the UK, the US, the EU and individual EU
governments, including Denmark and Germany, nominally
committed to fighting terrorism around the world.
By 2017 the British Foreign Office alone had paid the White
Helmets an acknowledged $80 million. Outside money had even
come from the Jo Cox Foundation, set up in memory of the
British Labor politician, murdered in 2016, to work for a
‘fairer, kinder and more tolerant world.’
The contradictions in western attitudes were exemplified when
Raed Saleh, the head of the White Helmets, and the recipient
of millions of dollars in US aid, travelled to the US in 2016
to receive a humanitarian award and was turned back at Dulles
International Airport in Washington.
Although the Department of Homeland Security never makes its
reasons public, Saleh was clearly on a security/terrorist
watch list. He had been allowed into the country before but
this time he was turned away.

Waiting to greet him, the well-meaning but naïve members of
the InterAction NGO alliance donned white helmets in his
absence. Unfortunately, they are not likely to see the White
Helmets being outed anywhere in the US media.
The Russian Foundation for the Study of Democracy recently
compiled evidence based on extensive interviews in Syria with
hundreds of witnesses, including former White Helmets and
takfiri fighters, physicians and civilians living in areas
that had been taken over by takfiri groups.
The
not
and
the

interviews indicated that many of the White Helmets were
volunteers as claimed. In East Aleppo men were imprisoned
given time to decide whether to join Jabhat al Nusra or
White Helmets. It had to be one or the other. There was no

third option unless saying ‘no’ to both and facing execution
can be considered an option.
For some, joining the White Helmets was the only means of
survival for themselves and their families but once inside the
organization, everyone knew orders had to be obeyed whatever
they were.
These orders came from the takfiri groups. A member of Jaysh
al Islam’s internal security services told Russian researchers
that instructions were delivered to the White Helmets by phone
or personal messenger but either way, they were under the full
control of Jaysh al Islam.
After eastern Ghouta was taken over by the takfiris it was
divided into four sectors. The White Helmets in the district
were integrated with the takfiri group assigned responsibility
for each sector.
Along with faked chemical weapons attacks, setting up faked
‘regime’ bombings in line with instructions from the takfiri
groups was a specialty of the White Helmets media unit.
Witnesses gave evidence of bodies being brought from the
morgue and the wounded from the hospital in preparation for

faked attacks. Wrecked cars would be dragged to the site. The
stage having been set with the apparent consequences of a
‘regime’ bombing, tyres and trash would be set on fire and the
cameras would begin to roll.
In Douma, the White Helmets constructed barriers, dug trenches
and tunnels, and transported fighters, weapons, and ammunition
to the front lines. According to witness evidence, they were
permanently engaged in preparing battle positions for the
takfiris. White Helmet or ‘rebel’ media rooms or centers kept
the global corporate media supplied with a steady flow of lies
which were eagerly lapped up, no questions asked. The lies
included the faked 2018 chemical weapons attack in Douma.
Theft was a common perquisite of being a White Helmet. Money
and gold would be stolen from houses and jewelry stripped from
the living – usually women – as well as the dead. Senior White
Helmet figures enriched themselves, one in Douma buying cars
and summer houses.
In the districts, they occupied the takfiris and the White
Helmets shared office space. They took over schools and
kindergartens. Under the threat of death, teachers in eastern
Ghouta were told to send their students to religious schools.
Students at the Gaza school in Aleppo were told to seek their
education at the mosque.
The most heinous of White Helmet activities was the harvesting
of body organs. Statements made to the Russian researchers
indicated that organs were being removed in Turkey for
transplantation into the bodies of wounded fighters and that
the White Helmets and takfiri groups such as Ahrar al-Sham
acted as an integrated team throughout the whole process.
The Russian researchers heard extensive prima facie evidence
of the wounded being taken away for treatment by the White
Helmets and being returned as corpses stripped of their body
parts. A doctor in Aleppo gave evidence relating to a driver

in Aleppo who weighed about 70 kgs when taken away and about
30-45 kgs when his corpse was returned. He had been cut from
his throat to his stomach.
‘The skin almost touched his back,’ the doctor said. ‘I
touched him with my hand and understood that there were
clearly no organs left.’
In Aleppo the mother of a boy whose organs had been removed
was only allowed to see his head and neck. An injured girl was
taken to Turkey for ‘treatment’ and her body returned three
days later with her internal organs missing. Even a person
with a minor injury would be taken away and returned with the
stomach cut open and the organs removed. It was understood,
according to witnesses, that people taken away for medical
treatment by the White Helmets often did not come back alive.
In July, 2018, 429 members of the White Helmets were smuggled
out of Syria across the occupied Golan Heights and moved
immediately to Jordan. The transfer was facilitated by the
government of Israel which had armed the takfiris and given
hospital care to their wounded since the beginning of the war.
It had also helped and protected them by attacking Syrian
military installations and now it was saving their White
Helmet enablers from the retribution of the Syrian state and
people.
From Jordan, the White Helmets were dispersed among the
countries whose governments had supported them. They were
quickly whisked away into a life of anonymity, supported by
the British, European or American taxpayer. No one would know
where they were or who they were so no critical questions
could be asked. The truth was being buried with them.
This is a shocking story, of government criminality and media
irresponsibility, of which the lies fed to the world about the
White Helmets is only part.
The Russian report is a significant addition to the enormous

body of prime facie evidence about the real nature of the
White Helmets but as anything coming out of Russia is
instantly dismissed as ‘fake news’ the corporate media already
has a licensed reason to ignore this report.
The caravan of celebrities who moved quickly to capture some
of the limelight created by the White Helmets, without asking
any questions about what they were actually supporting,
without caring as long as some of the spotlight fell on them,
will move on in their narcissistic, feckless fashion.
The truth must have dawned on George Clooney by now.
Certainly, it would be surprising to see him going ahead with
his feature film on the White Helmets unless he intends to
show what they were really like behind the lies he and many
others swallowed. That’s the story that certainly needs to be
told.
Carla Ortiz video on White Helmets HQ in Aleppo
UN Panel Details Organ Theft, Staged Attacks by the White
Helmets
As 2018, a year of staggering corporate media fake news, drew
to a close so do the last vestiges of credibility of media
lauding the White Helmets.
By Eva Bartlett
Source: Mint Press News
Utter silence. That is the sound of Western corporate media
days after a more than one-hour-long panel on the White
Helmets at the United Nations on December 20.
Journalists were present, so the silence isn’t due to lack of
access. And in any case, it was live streamed on the UNTV
channel and remains available on Youtube for keen observers to
watch.
More likely, the silence is due to the irrefutable
documentation presented on the faux-rescue group’s involvement

in criminal activities, which include organ theft, working
with terrorists — including as snipers — staging fake rescues,
thieving from civilians, and other non-rescuer behavior.
On the panel was one of corporate media’s favourite targets to
smear, British journalist Vanessa Beeley, who gave a factbased lecture on her years of research into the founding,
funding and nefarious activities of the White Helmets,
research which includes numerous visits to White Helmets
centers, countless testimonies from Syrian civilians, and even
an interview with a White Helmets leader in Dara’a al-Balad,
Syria.
Maxim Grigoriev, the director of the Foundation for the Study
of Democracy (a member of the UN’s Global Counter-Terrorism
Research Network) spoke at length, detailing some of the over
100 eyewitnesses his foundation has conducted interviews with.
These include over 40 White Helmets members, 15 former
terrorists, 50 people from areas where terrorists and WH
operated, with another over 500 interviewed by survey in
Aleppo and Daraa.
Among testimonies presented by Grigoriev were numerous
accounts of the White Helmets’ involvement in organ theft.
A head of nursing in Aleppo is cited as seeing the body of his
neighbor who had been taken by the White Helmets to Turkey for
“treatment.”
I lifted the sheet and saw a large wound cut from the throat
to the stomach… I touched him with my hand and understood
there were clearly no organs left.”
Another interviewee said:
A person receives a minor injury, is rescued… and then brought
back with their stomach cut open and with their internal
organs missing.”

The interviews with civilians, White Helmets and terrorist
members themselves put to rest NATO’s and their lapdog media’s
explanations that in the White Helmets there are a few bad
apples but in general these are humanitarian rescuers.
For example, a Syrian civilian, Omar al-Mustafa, is cited as
stating:
Almost all people who worked in nearby White Helmets centers
were al-Nusra fighter or were linked to them. I tried to join
the White Helmets myself, but I was told that if I was not
from al-Nusra, they could not employ me.”
Still, more testimonies detail staged fake rescues and staged
chemical attacks. Omar al-Mustafa was cited as stating:
I saw them (White Helmets) bring children who were alive, put
them on the floor as if they had died in a chemical attack.”
The testimonies incriminate not only the White Helmets
organization but also the doctors who, in 2016, Western
corporate media fawned over.
According to one interviewee, Mohamed Bashir Biram, his
attempt to take his father to a White Helmets affiliated alBayan hospital, failed. He said:
Since my father was not a fighter, the doctors in the hospital
refused to help him and he died.”
But in 2016, the Western media was praising the same valiant
doctors, in their crescendo of war propaganda around Aleppo.
Many other independent journalists have corroborated aspects
of what the panelists — also comprising Syrian journalist
Rafiq Lotef, and Russian and Syrian Representatives to the UN,
Ambassadors Vassily Nebenzia and Bashar al-Ja’afari —
described in detail.
In my own visits to eastern Ghouta towns last April and May,

residents likewise spoke of organ theft, staged rescues, the
White Helmets working with Jaysh al-Islam, while an Aleppo man
likewise described them as thieves who steal from civilians,
not rescuers.
Copy-paste corporate media silence
Journalists present at the panel were not interested in asking
follow-up questions on organ theft, staged rescues, or any of
the content presented, unsurprisingly, instead of asking
questions about other Syrian issues.
A CBS journalist didn’t have a single question about what had
just been presented, although CBS has previously repeatedly
reported on the White Helmets. But their reporting, like most
in corporate media, spun the transparent propaganda that is
corporate media coverage of the group.
Four days after the UN panel, to my knowledge, not a single
corporate media outlet has covered the event and its critical
contents.
This is in spite of the fact that the Western corporate media
has been happy to propagandize about the White Helmets for
years and to attack those of us who dare to present
testimonies and evidence from on the ground in Syria which
contradicts the official narrative.
Russian, Syrian, and Lebanese media did report on the panel,
and of course, if Western corporate journalists ever do bother
to mention it, they will ignore the incriminating evidence
presented by panelists and instead accuse Russia of bullying
the White Helmets.
Prior to the panel, a number of publications came out with
articles echoing one another, and in fact echoing claims
already repeatedly uttered about a “Russian disinformation
campaign” against the White Helmets.
That’s right, that’s the best they’ve got.

‘Big bad Russia’ tarnishing the pristine image of the White
Helmets, a theme rerun ad nauseum over the last year or two,
and one which I addressed in early January 2018 when I was
under attack for questioning the White Helmets.
In my rebuttal to a mid-December 2017 Guardian smear, I
pointed out that it was not Russia which began looking into
the White Helmets’ affiliations, funding, and role in the
propaganda war, but two independent North American
researchers.
Canadian journalist Cory Morningstar in September 2014 exposed
the role of the New York-based PR firm, Purpose Inc, in
marketing campaigns for the White Helmets.
And

as

I

wrote,

“In

April

2015,

American

independent

journalist revealed that the White Helmets had been founded by
Western powers and managed by a British ex-soldier, and noted
the “rescuers” role in calling for Western intervention—a No
Fly Zone on Syria.”
These, and the subsequent numerous investigations by Vanessa
Beeley, including on the ground in Syria, taking countless
testimonies of Syrian civilians on the matter of the White
Helmets, far precede any Russian media reporting on the group.
That Russian media and bodies have since done their own
investigations does not equate to a “disinformation campaign”,
but rather doing the job corporate media are clearly incapable
of, and unwilling to do.
Why haven’t the media written about the panel, or as per the
corporate media norm, issued yet more smears against
panelists?
They haven’t because they are cornered, and while they can
always try their standard juvenile character smears and libel,
they cannot refute the facts, the countless testimonies which
corroborate yet still more testimonies taken by independent

journalists over the years.
Or as Ambassador Nebenzia said:
We understand why #WhiteHelmets are being defended by #Western
capitals. They do not hide that they provided substantial
financial support to this organization and instrumentalized it
to pursue political goals under humanitarian cover. It’s
logical to protect your asset.”
Last week, it came out that German reporter for Der Spiegel,
Claas Relotius, winner of the German Reporter Award 2018, had
falsified a number of his articles. One article on the fakery
noted Relotius had:
Confessed to have fabricated at least 14 of 55 articles,”
including a “story about a Syrian boy who believed he
triggered the civil war in the country with his graffiti, an
article that won the German Reporter Prize just three weeks
ago but which was made up.”
Former German journalist, Udo Ulfkotte, in 2014 reached his
tipping point and admitted to having for years lied for
Western, anti-Russia interests, admitting to making propaganda
against Russia after having been bribed by billionaires, and
by the Americans, to “not to report exactly the truth.”
As 2018, a year of staggering corporate media fake news draws
to a close, so do the last vestiges of credibility of media
lauding the White Helmets.
Given the scandalous depth of their lies, it is unlikely
corporate journalists will have an Ulfkotte moment and admit
to their manifold deceptions.
But it doesn’t really matter, because more and more, Western
corporate media, and the propaganda construct known as the
White Helmets they support, are becoming irrelevant.
Eva

Bartlett

is

a

Canadian

independent

journalist

and

activist. She has spent years on the ground covering conflict
zones in the Middle East, especially in Syria and Palestine.
She is a recipient of the International Journalism Award for
International Reporting. Visit her personal blog, In Gaza, and
support her work on Patreon.
Source | RT

UN Presentation Reveals US,
UK-backed White Helmets as
‘Organ Traders, Terrorists &
Looters’
Source: 21st Century Wire
As the conflict in Syria gradually draws down, more
revelations are surfacing regarding the US and UK-backed
pseudo NGO commonly known as the White Helmets.
The following UN presentation details many of the groups
exploits, including staged rescues which were tailor-made for
the group’s various propaganda films disseminated across
western mainstream media. Testimonies included 21WIRE reporter
Vanessa Beeley, along with witness statements taken from
former White Helmet members who admit to carrying out various
frauds and crimes perpetrated since the group’s inception in
2013, as well as admissions of their direct links to Jabat alNusra (al Qaeda in Syria) and other known terrorist groups.
Far from being the “tailors, bakers, teachers and other
ordinary Syrians” which they regularly portray themselves, the

White Helmets have instead been exposed as frauds, thieves,
kidnappers and organ traffickers.
RT International reports…
The ‘White Helmets’ are not a rescue group but an extension of
jihadist militants, and should be designated a terrorist
organization, Russia’s envoy to the UN argued at the
presentation of evidence into the group’s wrongdoing.
Praised in the West as humanitarian rescue volunteers, in
reality the ‘White Helmets’ work with Islamist militants in
Syria, harvest organs from the victims they pretend to be
“rescuing,” stage false chemical weapons and other attacks for
cameras, and loot the bodies and homes of Syrians killed and
injured in the war, according to Maxim Grigoriev, director of
the Russia-based Foundation for the Study of Democracy.
Watch the full presentation with multiple researchers sharing
findings into activities of the ‘White Helmets’ in Syria at UN
headquarters in New York City: Presentation at UN on WH
Grigoriev presented the results of the Foundation’s research
into White Helmets at the UN headquarters in New York on
Thursday. Russia’s envoy to the UN, Vassily Nebenzia, said the
evidence shows the group is dangerous.
“The White Helmets deserve to be on the United Nations’
designated terrorist list,” Nebenzia said.
Rather than volunteers, almost all the members of White
Helmets were paid staff, Grigoriev explained. There is also
“undeniable evidence” that the group has been taking written
orders from Jaysh al‑Islam, an Islamist militant group most
notorious for its occupation of Douma.
It was in this suburb of Damascus that the White Helmets
staged the “chemical attack” that served as the pretext for
French, UK and US missile strikes against the Syrian

government in April this year.
“Falsification of chemical attacks was an essential part of
the White Helmets’ activities,” Grigoriev testified, adding
that the group also regularly engaged in “making fake news and
organizing staged rescues.”
He cited a particular example of a place called Jisr al‑Haj in
Aleppo, where the militants had set trash on fire, brought
bodies from the local morgue, and had the White Helmets film a
staged rescue. Grigoriev cited a testimony by a member of the
White Helmets, who also said that everyone involved received
an extra $50 for the effort.
Many local residents interviewed for the research spoke about
people “rescued” by the White Helmets ending up dead, with
their internal organs missing. One of the witnesses
interviewed was a former member of Ahrar al-Sham, who
testified that his commander Shadi Kadik, also known as Abu
Adel Al-Halabi (of Aleppo), acknowledged the organ harvesting.
The total number of cases involving organ theft is “at least
several hundred” in Aleppo alone, Grigoriev testified.
Instead of rescuing civilians and children, the White Helmets
looted homes damaged in the fighting and bodies of the dead,
while forcing the children out of schools and kindergartens to
set up offices there.
“At a rough estimate, out of 26 centers operating in Eastern
Ghouta, ten were located in schools and one in a
kindergarten,” Grigoriev cited from the testimony of a Syrian
journalist in the area.
In Eastern Ghouta alone, between 100 and 150 members of White
Helmets were also members of terrorist and militant groups.
They engaged in building trenches, tunnels and fortifications
for the militants, openly boasting about their membership on
social media, but denying it whenever they were interviewed by
Western reporters.

“Facebook accounts of members of the White Helmets are full of
propagandist materials of terrorist groups, including [Islamic
State] and al-Qaeda, praising Osama bin Laden and other
individuals listed by the UN as terrorists,” Grigoriev said,
adding that the so-called rescuers also posted “hundreds of
photos with weapons in their hands.”
The Foundation is a member of the Global Counter-Terrorism
Research Network established in 2013 by the UN’s CounterTerrorism Committee Executive Directorate. Its report is based
on interviews with over 100 eyewitnesses, including 40 members
of the White Helmets, 50 local residents and 15 former
terrorist and militant fighters. More than 500 local residents
were also surveyed in Aleppo and Deraa.
A number of Western countries, such as the UK and Canada, have
proudly announced they would be accepting White Helmets as
refugees, after several hundred members of the group were
evacuated from a jihadist-held enclave in southern Syria ahead
of the advancing government troops.
The government in Damascus considers the White Helmets to be
in the same category as illegal militias and terrorists.

Syrian state YouTube channels
‘terminated’ amid fears of
looming
false-flag
chem
attack
Source: RT

A number of Syrian state and media-linked YouTube accounts
have gone dark, as the battle for Idlib looms amid Russia’s
warnings of an imminent false-flag chemical attack and Western
preparations for retaliatory strikes.
On Saturday afternoon, the channels belonging to the Syrian
presidency, the country’s Ministry of Defense, and SANA news
all showed a message saying: “This account has been terminated
due to a legal complaint,” or “This account has been
terminated for a violation of YouTube’s Terms of Service.”
The Damascus-based Sana TV’s channel on YouTube also appeared
to be taken down, with a message reading: “This page isn’t
available. Sorry about that. Try searching for something
else.”
While YouTube has yet to issue a comment on the matter, it
appears that the Syrian channels went offline sometime on
Saturday morning, just as Gen. Joseph Dunford warned that the
Pentagon is preparing and keeping Donald Trump informed about
“military options” for retaliation in case “chemical weapons
are used” in Syria.
The US has made it abundantly clear that it is ready to attack
Syria, should chemical weapons come into play in the
government’s operation to clear the remaining pockets of
jihadist resistance in Idlib. Moscow believes that terrorists
holed up in Idlib will try to stage a false-flag attack to
frame Damascus and justify further air strikes against Syria.
It has warned the US against escalating the situation in the
war-torn country.
On Saturday, the Russian military said it had obtained
“irrefutable” data that terrorist groups, including Jabhat AlNusra, and the infamous White Helmets, had already met in
Idlib province and plotted the final scenarios for a falseflag chemical attacks in the cities of Jisr ash-Shugur,
Serakab, Taftanaz and Sarmin.

The US and its allies have repeatedly stressed their readiness
to strike Syria if any attack takes place, ignoring all of
Russia’s warnings. In late August, American forces deployed
missile destroyer USS ‘Ross’ to the Mediterranean and USS ‘The
Sullivans’ to the Persian Gulf. The preparation of US military
forces was condemned by Russia, with its Defense Ministry
describing the move as “the latest evidence of the US
intention” to take advantage of a false-flag attack.

Global Network for Syria
Statement on Impending US,
UK,
French
Military
Intervention in Syria
Source: 21st Century Wire
Statement on impending US, UK and French military intervention
in Syria
We, members of the Global Network for Syria, are deeply
alarmed by recent statements by Western governments and
officials threatening the government of Syria with military
intervention, and by media reports of actions taken by parties
in Syria and by Western agencies in advance of such
intervention.
In a joint statement issued on 21 August the governments of
the US, the UK and France said that ‘we reaffirm our shared
resolve to preventing [sic] the use of chemical weapons by the
Syrian regime and for [sic] holding them accountable for any
such use… As we have demonstrated, we will respond

appropriately to any further use of chemical weapons by the
Syrian regime’.
The three governments justify this threat with reference to
‘reports of a military offensive by the Syrian regime against
civilians and civilian infrastructure in Idlib’.
In the cases of three of the previous incidents cited in the
21 August statement (Ltamenah, Khan Sheykhoun, Saraqib) OPCW
inspectors were not able to secure from the militants who
controlled these areas security guarantees to enable them to
visit the sites, yet still based their findings on evidence
provided by militants.
In the case of Douma, also cited, the interim report of OPCW
inspectors dated 6 July based on a visit to the site concluded
that no evidence was found of the use of chemical weapons and
that evidence for the use of chlorine as a weapon was
inconclusive.
Western governments themselves acknowledge that Idlib is
controlled by radical Islamist extremists. The British
government in its statement on 20 August justified its
curtailment of aid programmes in Idlib on the grounds that
conditions had become too difficult. Any action by the Syrian
government would not be directed at harming civilians, but at
removing these radical elements.
Any military intervention without a mandate from the United
Nations would be illegal.
Any military intervention would risk confrontation with a
nuclear armed co-member of the Security Council, as well as
with the Islamic Republic of Iran, with consequent
ramifications for regional as well as global security.
There is no plan in place to contain chaos in the event of
sudden government collapse in Syria, such as might occur in
the contingency of command and control centres being targeted.

Heavy military intervention could result in the recrudescence
of terrorist groups, genocide against the Alawite, Christian,
Druze, Ismaili, Shiite and Armenian communities, and a tsunami
of refugees into neighbouring countries and Europe.
In the event of an incident involving the use of prohibited
weapons – prior to taking any decision on military
intervention – we urge the US, UK and French governments:
On 22 August, Mr John Bolton, US National Security Adviser,
was reported by Bloomberg to have said that the US was
prepared to respond with greater force than it has used in
Syria before.
These threats need to be seen in the context of the following
reports and considerations.
Reports have appeared of activity by the White Helmets group,
or militants posing as White Helmets, consistent with an
intention to stage a ‘false flag’ chemical incident in order
to provoke Western intervention. These activities have
reportedly included the transfer of eight canisters of
chlorine to a village near Jisr Al Shughur, an area under the
control of Hayat Tahrir Ash Sham, an affiliate of the
terrorist group Al Nusra. Some reports refer to the
involvement of British individuals and the Olive security
company. Other reports indicate a build-up of US naval forces
in the Gulf and of land forces in areas of Iraq adjoining the
Syrian border.
We therefore urge the US, UK and French governments to
consider the following points before embarking on any military
intervention:
To provide detailed and substantive evidence to prove that any
apparent incident could not have been staged by a party
wishing to bring Western powers into the conflict on their
side.

To conduct
legislative
OPCW to the
this mission

emergency consultations with their respective
institutions to request an urgent mission by the
site of any apparent incident and give time for
to be carried out.

To call on the government of Turkey, which has military
observation posts in Idlib, to facilitate, in the event of an
incident, an urgent mission by the OPCW to the jihadicontrolled area, along with observers from Russia to ensure
impartiality.
We further call on the tripartite powers to join Turkish and
Russian efforts to head off confrontation between the Syrian
government forces and the militants opposing them by
separating the most radical organisations such as Hayat Tahrir
Ash Sham and Hurras Ad Deen from the rest, eliminating them,
and facilitating negotiations between the Syrian government
and elements willing to negotiate.
Dr Tim Anderson, University of Sydney
Lord Carey of Clifton, Crossbench Member of the House of Lords
and former Archbishop of Canterbury
The Baroness Cox, Crossbench Member of the House of Lords
Peter Ford, British Ambassador to Syria 2003-06 Dr Michael
Langrish, former Bishop of Exeter
Lord Stoddart of Swindon, Independent Labour Member of the
House of Lords
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Syrian children kidnapped to
be used in false chemical
attack in Idlib: Report
Source: Press TV
Foreign-sponsored Takfiri militants have reportedly abducted
nearly two dozen children from the city of Jisr al-Shughur in
Syria’s northwestern province of Idlib to use them in a fake
chemical attack and then put the blame on Syrian government
forces.
Local sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, told
Lebanon-based Arabic-language al-Mayadeen television news
network that terrorists have kidnapped 20 children over the
past weeks in a bid to use them in the expected chemical
farce.
The sources noted that the attack would be carried out in Jisr
al-Shoghour prison, emphasizing that toxic materials have
recently been transferred to the prison’s depot through the
al-Hassaniyah border crossing, which links the city to Turkey.
The crossing is controlled by the Western-backed White Helmets
“aid group, which has been accused of cooperating with Takfiri
terrorists and staging false flag gas attacks.
The local sources went on to say that another chemical attack
would be staged in the Christian-majority village of Hallouz.
Al-Mayadeen, citing unnamed informed sources, reported that
some 250 White Helmets members and dozens of foreign militants
would take part in the attacks, and that they would be
launched a week after Syrian government troops start an
offensive in Idlib.

The so-called White Helmets rescuers have recently increased
their activities inside Jisr al-Shoghour prison, and a meeting
between high-ranking officials from the group and commanders
from the Jabhat Fateh al-Sham, formerly known as al-Nusra
Front, militant group took place lately in the detention
center.
Western governments and their allies have never stopped
pointing the finger at Damascus whenever an apparent chemical
attack takes place.
Syria surrendered its stockpiles of chemical weapons in 2014
to a joint mission led by the US and the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which oversaw the
destruction of the weaponry.
It has also consistently denied using chemical weapons over
the course of the foreign-backed militancy, which broke out in
2011.
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Konashenkov told reporters on Monday that the US is seeking to
use a fake chemical weapons attack to strike Syria.
Konashenkov added that the destroyer USS The Sullivans armed
with 56 cruise missiles had arrived in the Persian Gulf
several days ago, while a US В-1В bomber carrying 24 air-tosurface AGM-158 JASSM cruise missiles has been deployed at alUdeid airbase in Qatar for this purpose.
Additionally, guided-missile destroyer USS Ross armed with 28
Tomahawk cruise missiles entered the Mediterranean on August
25, and the vessel is capable of hitting any target in Syria.
The US has warned it would respond to a chemical weapons
attack by Syrian government forces with retaliatory strikes,
stressing that the attacks would be stronger than those
conducted by American, British and French forces back in
April.

Early on April 14, the US, Britain and France carried out a
string of airstrikes against Syria over a suspected chemical
weapons attack against the city of Douma, located about 10
kilometers northeast of the capital Damascus.
Washington and its allies blamed Damascus for the Douma
attack, an allegation rejected by the Syrian government.

