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DAMASCUS,(ST)- Syria has renewed its call on the Security
Council to act immediately as to put an end to the massacres
being committed by the US-led coalition against the Syrian
people and to end the illegal presence of US and other foreign
troops in the Syrian territories, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates said in two letters to the UN Chief
and President of the Security Council dealing with the US-led
coalition’s repeated crimes against the Syrians and the new
massacre committed on Tuesday by the coalition against
civilians in al-Baghouz town in Deir Ezzor countryside.
More than 70 civilians, most of them women and children, were
martyred and injured in airstrikes conducted today by the socalled international coalition led by the United States
against al-Baghouz town, according to local sources.
The sources made it clear that the airstrikes targeted a camp
containing hundreds of civilians who fled the coalition’s
shelling and Daesh terrorism.
The ministry said that the coalition’s repeated attacks
against civilians and its use of internationally banned
weapons have become a systematic behavior that flagrantly
violates the rules of international law, international
humanitarian law and human rights agreements.

The new massacre is one of the war crimes and crimes against
humanity being perpetrated by the so-called international
coalition against the Syrian people, added the ministry,
pointing out that such crimes included the coalition’s support
for terrorism and its using of terrorists and separatists to
achieve its goals and aggressive schemes which target the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Syrian Arab
Republic.
Syria urges all the countries member in the coalition to
reconsider their participation in its aggressive acts and
crimes against the Syrian people and to immediately withdraw
from the coalition as to rid themselves of the US blackmail
attempts as well as political and economic pressure, the
ministry went on to say.
Syria renews its call on the Security Council to assume its
responsibilities in preserving international peace and
security, to conduct international investigation into the USled coalition’s crimes in Syria and to put an end to the
illegal presence of all foreign troops in Syria, the ministry
concluded.

US-led Coalition Airstrikes
Kill 20 more civilians in
Syria
Source: Press TV
Twenty civilians, including women and children, have been
killed in airstrikes carried out by the coalition led by the
United States in the town of Hajin situated in Syria’s eastern

province of [Deir Ezzor]
Local sources, requesting anonymity, told Syria’s official
news agency SANA that nine children and eight women were among
the dead after an airstrike targeted a local market on
Saturday.
No statement has been made about the number of wounded people.
Earlier in the day, SANA reported another coalition strike in
the same province, where 11 civilians, including three women
and five children, were killed.
Coalition aircraft have been regularly striking civilian
targets and residential areas in [Deir Ezzor] under the
pretext of targeting Daesh Takfiri terrorists. The strikes
have led to the displacement of hundreds of civilians.
Last week, the so-called coalition killed at least 40 people
after its warplanes struck the village of al-Buqa’an on the
outskirts of Hajin.
On November 15, local reports claimed coalition warplanes had
killed 23 civilians, including 17 people of the same family,
after firing missiles at buildings in the village of Albu
Badran.
The regular strikes on Syrian civilians, notably a bloody
attack on the town of al-Shaafah with 60 casualties on
November 13, have prompted the response of the Syrian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, which has stated the
massacre clearly points to the fact that members of the
military alliance have no respect for moral values and
international regulations.
Earlier this month, the ministry had also sent two separate
letters, addressed to United Nations Secretary General Antonio
Guterres and the rotating president of the UN Security
Council, Ma Zhaoxu, calling on the Council to fulfill its

responsibilities and stop US-led aerial assaults.
Furthermore, the US-led coalition has on multiple occasions
used internationally-banned white phosphorus munitions in
bombing raids across the province, according to various
sources including Human Rights Watch.
The Russian Foreign Ministry recently slammed US military
operations in the country, expressing concern for the use of
white phosphorus and continued terrorist training operations.
The US-led coalition has been conducting airstrikes inside
Syria since September 2014, without any authorization from the
Damascus government or a UN mandate.
The coalition has, however, been largely incapable
achieving its declared goal of “destroying Daesh.”
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Syria Demands Investigation
into
US-led
Coalition's
Crimes
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The Syrian government has demanded an independent and
international mechanism to investigate the crimes being
perpetrated against civilians by the US-led coalition
purportedly fighting the Daesh Takfiri terrorist group.
The Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, in two
separate letters addressed to United Nations Secretary General
Antonio Guterres and the rotating president of the UN Security
Council Ma Zhaoxu on Saturday, stated that the Friday

airstrikes by the US-led coalition against the eastern town of
Hajin near the Iraqi border, which claimed the lives of at
least 26 local civilians, including 14 children, once again
exposed Washington’s false claims of combating terrorism and
revealed that the military alliance had no respect whatsoever
for the lives of innocent people and international law.
The letters added that the US-led coalition’s goals were to
kill as many Syrian people as possible, further destroy
Syria’s infrastructure, undermine the country’s future,
sovereignty and territorial integrity, and hinder a political
settlement of the ongoing crisis.
“All these attempts constitute a blatant violation of all
United Nations Security Council resolutions on Syria,” the
Syrian foreign ministry said.
“Whilst the United States and its allies continue to commit
war crimes and crimes against humanity, the Security Council
has maintained an awkward silence and failed to take any
measure to stop these misdeeds,” it pointed out.
The Syrian foreign ministry highlighted that the Damascus
government had on several occasions pointed to the US-led
coalition’s systematically barbaric attacks against innocent
civilians, and its use of internationally banned weapons,
including white phosphorus bombs.
The ministry then called on the UN Security Council to
shoulder its responsibilities, and propose an independent and
international mechanism to help stop the coalition’s crimes,
investigate them and punish their perpetrators.
The US-led coalition has been conducting airstrikes against
what are said to be Daesh targets inside Syria since September
2014 without any authorization from the Damascus government or
a UN mandate.
The military alliance has repeatedly been accused of targeting

and killing civilians. It has also been largely incapable of
achieving its declared goal of destroying Daesh.

US
Airstrike
Kills
54
Civilians Near Abu Kamal in
Push to Control Syrian Border
With the U.S. now unable to prevent Syrian government control
of the Syria-Jordan border, Friday’s strikes are a sign that
the U.S. effort to oust the Syrian government from Abu Kamal
is likely to only grow stronger as its occupation of Syrian
territory faces an uncertain future.
by Whitney Webb
Source: Mint Press News
ABU KAMAL, SYRIA – Around midnight on Friday, U.S.-led
coalition warplanes in Syria conducted intensive airstrikes
near Abu Kamal in the Deir ez-Zor province, with estimates of
civilian casualties ranging from 30 to 54. Syrian state media
agency SANA has claimed that at least 30 were killed and that
most of the dead were women and children. The Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR), often cited by
international and particularly Western media, has assertedthat
54 were killed.
According to local reports, the U.S.-led coalition strikes
targeted the towns of al-Souseh and al-Baghouz Fowqani, east
of the Euphrates river in the countryside around Abu Kamal.
The bombings resulted in dozens of houses in the towns
collapsing, resulting in numerous civilian deaths, as whole
families were crushed by the rubble while they were sleeping.

The U.S. coalition did not confirm or deny its role in the
strike, stating only that it “may have” been responsible.
However, the bombing comes after the coalition announced in
early May it would intensify airstrikes targeting Daesh
(ISIS), particularly in Eastern Syria along the Syria-Iraq
border. Abu Kamal, where last night’s strikes took place, is a
strategic border town on the Syria-Iraq border and is the only
Syria-Iraq border crossing currently controlled by Syrian
government forces.
Western media reports have claimed that Daesh militants were
among the dead, but survivors of the attack contest this
claim, instead suggesting that they had been targeted for
their unwillingness to cooperate with local U.S.-backed
militias. Locals told SANA that U.S. claims that the strikes
were intended to target Daesh were false and instead suggested
that two towns had been targeted for refusing the entry of the
U.S.-backed opposition militias, particularly the Qasad
militia.
Reports in Arabic media from earlier this year (English
translation) have claimed to provide evidence that many former
Daesh members have joined the Qasad militia, both in the
province of Deir Ez-Zor and al-Hasakah. Such reports are
consistent with U.S. support for other militia groups, such as
the Deir Ez-Zor Military Council (DMC), that also include
significant numbers of former Daesh fighters who had
surrendered to the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), the proxy
force of the coalition, over the course of the past year.
Losing influence elsewhere in Syria, the U.S. sets sights on
Abu Kamal
The strike comes at a delicate time for the U.S. coalition in
Syria, as its most important alliances, which enable its
occupation of more than 30 percent of Syrian territory,
threaten to dissolve while local resistance to the presence of
foreign troops continues to grow.
MintPress has recently reported on these developments —

regarding first the rise of local resistance to the U.S.
presence from Arab and Kurdish tribes in U.S.-occupied Syria,
and then the agreement between the Syrian government and
factions of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG, the
backbone of the U.S. proxy force, the SDF) behind the back of
the U.S. coalition. Both developments threaten to make the
U.S. occupation of Syrian territory not only ultimately
unsustainable but indeed short-lived.
The U.S. has also lost influence elsewhere in Syria,
particularly in Syria’s south owing to the Syrian government’s
recent, highly successful campaign in the area. The offensive
has seen the Syrian government reclaim nearly all of the
Syrian-Jordan border and is likely to result in the U.S.
abandoning its long-standing presence in al-Tanf, the
strategic area where the borders of Syria, Jordan and Iraq
meet.
The U.S. has maintained a military base at al-Tanf, where it
has trained proxy fighters for the past several years, and has
occupied a 34-mile zone surrounding that facility. Losing that
location is a blow to U.S. influence in Syria and would mean a
consolidation of U.S. occupation forces in the Eastern portion
of Syria nominally controlled by the SDF.
For that reason, the recent strikes on Abu Kamal are notable,
as they build on other recent coalition strikes in the area.
Indeed, there is no Daesh presence in Abu Kamal aside from the
pockets of Daesh that intermittently attack the Syrian
government-held city from the area of Syria occupied by the
U.S.
In addition, recent coalition bombings in and around Abu Kamal
have shown that these strikes have nothing to do with wiping
out Daesh. For instance, another recent coalition strike in
the Abu Kamal area, which took place last month, did not
target Daesh at all but instead Syrian government forces and
allied Iraqi militias. Though the U.S. never publicly admitted

responsibility for the attack and an anonymous U.S. official
had blamed the strike on Israel, forensic evidence analyzed
and collected by Iraqi forces showed that the U.S. was indeed
responsible.
The U.S. interest in Abu Kamal is aimed at wresting the
strategic outpost from the control of the Syrian government,
which would result in the Syrian government losing its only
road access to both Iraq and Iran. Cutting off this supply
line, particularly the connection between Syria and Iran, has
long been acknowledged as an important U.S. goal in its
occupation of Northeastern Syria.
With the U.S. now unable to prevent Syrian government control
of the Syria-Jordan border, Friday’s strikes are a sign that
the U.S. effort to oust the Syrian government from Abu Kamal
is likely to only grow stronger as its occupation of Syrian
territory faces an uncertain future. If the high death tolls
from the recent strike are any indication, the U.S. seems to
have few qualms about killing scores of civilians in pursuit
of its geopolitical goals in Syria.
Top Photo | A view of the city of Deir ez-Zor, Syria, Friday,
Sept. 15, 2017. (AP Photo)
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US Attacks Syrian Military,
Protects ISIS In Deir Ezzor,
Thardeh Mountains
By Brandon Turbeville
Source: Activist Post
If there was ever any doubt that the United States was
supporting and protecting the most feared terrorist
organization in the world, that doubt is now erased as a
result of the recent U.S. strike on Syrian military forces in
Deir al-Zour on Saturday.
The attack took place as a battle between the Syrian military
and ISIS forces was raging in Deir al-Zour when the United
States swooped in with air strikes against Syrian military
forces killing “dozens” of Syrian soldiers, allowing ISIS to
advance. Some outlets put the death toll as high as 80 while
others suggest 62 soldiers were killed.
The United States claims that it did not knowingly strike the
Syrian military and that it confused the SAA with ISIS
fighters. However, illegal violations of Syrian national
sovereignty aside, claims that the United States could not
decipher SAA forces from ISIS forces is hardly plausible since
the former is easily identified by the fact that it is in
battle with the latter.
Either the United States is incredibly incompetent or it
intentionally targeted the Syrian military in order to act as
the ISIS Air Force such as it has been since the terror
group’s creation.
This time, the U.S. bombing allowed ISIS to take control of
the Thardeh Mountains. As al-Masdar reported at the time:

The U.S.’ airstrikes on the Syrian Arab Army’s positions
allowed the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS) to
capture the strategic Thardeh Mountains that were originally
under government control.
According to local activists, the U.S. attacked the Syrian
Arab Army’s positions with phosphorous bombs, killing several
soldiers and paving the way for the Islamic State to capture
the whole area.
The attack was conducted by 4 U.S. warplanes that were flying
west from the Iraqi border.
This is the second time this year that the U.S. Air Force has
attacked the Syrian Arab Army in the Deir Ezzor Governorate.
Thankfully, the Syrian military via the al-Qassem forces
(Special Forces) have managed to recapture a number of areas
seized by ISIS by virtue of the U.S. intervention.
The U.S. is now claiming that it halted its strikes against
the Syrian military after the Russians informed them of the
SAA presence. The U.S. reiterated that it would not knowingly
strike the Syrian military (despite the fact that it has done
so before).
The BBC reported:
The US Central Command statement said the coalition believed
it was attacking positions of so-called Islamic State and the
raids were “halted immediately when coalition officials were
informed by Russian officials that it was possible the
personnel and vehicles targeted were part of the Syrian
military”.
It said the “Combined Air Operations Center had earlier
informed Russian counterparts of the upcoming strike”.
It added:

Syria is a complex situation with various military forces and
militias in close proximity, but coalition forces would not
intentionally strike a known Syrian military unit. The
coalition will review this strike and the circumstances
surrounding it to see if any lessons can be learned.
The Russians have stated that, even if the U.S. bombing was an
actual error, it would be because the U.S. has refused to
cooperate with Russia in terms of reporting military
positions.
Russia has officially stated that the U.S. action jeopardizes
the ceasefire agreement and is now calling for a United
Nations Security Council meeting.
“If the American side does not take the necessary measures to
carry out its obligations… a breakdown of the ceasefire will
be on the United States,” said Russian General Viktor
Poznikhir.
The United States and the so-called moderate groups they
control have not met a single obligation they assumed in the
framework of the Geneva agreement.
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