Patriarchs of Antioch and All
East meet in Damascus
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DAMASCUS – A spiritual meeting of the Patriarchs of Antioch
and All East started Monday at the St. Anthony Cathedral, the
Maronite Catholic Archeparchy of Damascus.
The meeting brought together the Patriarchs John X Yazigi, Mar
Ignatius Ephrem II, Gregory III Laham, Mar Ignatius Joseph III
Younan, Cardinal Mar Bechara Boutros al-Rahi, and the Papal
Ambassador in Damascus Mario Zenari.
“Today we speak on behalf of the fighters who defend their
livelihood and sacrifice their lives to combat terrorism,
Takfiri mentality, indiscriminate abduction, crippling siege,
and the destruction of coexistence symbols to say ‘enough’ to
destruction and to burying of humanity and its culture in
their native lands,” Yazigi said during the meeting.
“The scene of the brothers meeting, of the Patriarchs of
Antioch gathering in Syria at this situation and specifically
in Damascus, is a true message to the people of the Levant and
the whole world”, His Beatitude said, adding that this meeting
aims at launching a call for peace, a message of
reconciliation, and a historic stand in the face of the events
that are developing at a rapid pace in the region.
The Patriarch accused the international community, the UN
forums and all other international and governmental
organizations of negligence towards the “bleeding wounds” in
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt, Yemen, Libya, and Palestine,
calling upon these international bodies to stop infringing
upon the sovereignty of the states in the Orient.
Patriarch Yazigi said that the Christians and other moderate

people, both the minorities and the majorities, are paying the
price of displacement, terrorism and Takfiri mentality.
“We are determined to remain as we have always been, and we
will stay in this Orient. Despite all the circumstances which
force our sons to leave their homeland and despite the
difficulties and misery of the current days, we say and repeat
that the homeland is an identity, and the land to us is an
identity,” Yazigi went on to say, wishing for the restoration
of peace in the Orient.
For his part, Cardinal al-Rahi expressed great pleasure for
participating in the meeting, voicing concern over finding
means to keep the Christians of the region in their homeland.

